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leader, who may have begun life in the workshop,
and the millionaire, who started as a clerk in a
city office, meet at aristocratic dinner-tables and
at pleasant country-house parties in historic man-
sions. A "great lady," with an ancient title, may
be the hostess at a gathering which would include a
Cabinet minister, born in a country parsonage, who
has married one of her sisters, and a mammoth
company-promoter on whom she has bestowed the
hand of her daughter. In the unrestrained intimacy
of domesticity, sport, and travel, on the golf-course,
and in visits to the same pleasure resorts, the men
who direct the great dominating interests, com-
merce, politics, the law, finance, the press, are
brought very close together. Even the brilliant
platform rhetorician, who may have been lifted into
power as the champion of the masses or the minor
bourgeoisie, is apt to forget his clients and his past
in this constant association with opulent and well-
born persons, whose luxuries and tastes he shares.
These considerations apply to all parties; for the
great interests, the family connections, the society
friendships, cut across the party lines.

The association of the money-power with politics
is not an unmixed evil, though it may lend itself
to grave abuses unless carefully controlled. It is
indeed inevitable; since government can no longer
confine \tself mainly to national defence, adminis-
tration, and law making: nor can it even discharge
its duties in these spheres, without close reference to
industrial, mercantile, and financial activities. The
past few years have made further damaging assaults
upon the conception of the State as a detached
arbiter between all its citizens, occupied in pro-